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THE NEOLITHISATION OF EUROPE:
THE INTERPRETATIVE FRAGMENTS

The presentation focuses on different aspects of the Mesolithic-
Neolithic transformation and transition to farming in Europe. It
presents and discusses some broadly accepted paradigms and
interpretative models, such as the ‘Neolithic revolution’, ‘Neolithic
package’, ‘demic’ and ‘cultural’ diffusion’, ‘first demic event’, ‘leap-
frog’ and ‘pioneer’ colonisation. All are based on analyses of artefact
assemblages, subsistence data, radiocarbon dating, palacoclimate
archives and archaeogenetic palimpsests. The latter relate to the
distribution of both modern and ancient human DNA haplogroups in
western Eurasia. We suggest that the dispersal of farming was mainly
embedded in the existing, regional pre-Neolithic social structures.
It was set by networks of social relationships and contacts, as well
as the traditional, socially and culturally defined principles of inter-
generational and inter-community transmission of knowledge.
People, through contact, local and/or regional mobility, provided the
agency for selective incorporation of innovations such as cultigens,
domesticates and pottery, and in a social context allowed for changes
to the structural framework.

M. Byova
HEOJ/IMTU3ALIUA EBPOIIBI: ®PAI'MEHTBI HCTOPUU

B uccnenoBanuu OymyT npeicTaBleHbl pa3InYHbIC aCTIEKThl ME30-
JTUTHIECKUX-HEOMUTHISCKUX TpaHchopMamuii 1 mepexoma K Mpou3-
BOIAIIEMY XO3sicTBY B EBpore. bymyT o0cyxmaThcs Takue IHUpOKO
pacnpocTpaHeHHbIE Hay4YHbIE TAPaJUTMbl 1 HHTEPIPETALMOHHbBIE MO-
JIENIN, KaK «HEOJIIMTHUYECKAs PEBOJIIOLUA», «HEOJUTHUUECKUN MaKeT»,
«pacceieHue HapoJ0B», «KYJIBTYpHas U y3us», «epBOHAYAILHOE
pacceseHue», «repeMelleHle NPbLKKaMmy) U «TMOHEPCKasl KOJIOHU3a-
nus». Bee 9T Mozenu 1 napaaurMbl OCHOBaHbI HA U3y4€HUH KOMILIEK-
cOB apTe()aKTOB, JAHHBIX O XO3HCTBE, PaJUOYJIEPOIHBIX 1aTHPOBOK,
MAJICOKIIMMATHYECKUX apXUBOB U apXEOr€HETUYEeCKHUX cBeeHui. [1o-
CIIeJIHME WILTIOCTPUPYIOT paclpoCTpaHEHHE COBPEMEHHBIX U IPEBHUX
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JHK ramrorpynn B 3amagHoit EBpazun. Mel mpeanosnaraem, 4to pac-
MIPOCTPaHEHNE 3EMJIENIENH BO MHOTOM OCHOBBIBAJIOCH Ha CYIIECTBY-
IOIUX JOHEOIUTHUECKHX COLUAIBHBIX CTPYKTypax. bomblryto posb
B 3TOM IIPOLECCE ChIPalId CETH COLUAIBHBIX KOHTAKTOB, a TAKXKE
O0COOCHHOCTH PACIPOCTPAHCHUS 3HAHUS MWKy PETHOHAMHU U OT/ICIb-
HBIMH COOOIIIECTBAMH, 00yCIIOBICHHBIC TPAAUIIUSIMHU, COITUATHHBIMU
CETSIMU U KYJIBTYPHBIMHU XapaKTepUCTUKaMU. Takue MHHOBaLMHU, KaK
JIOMECTULIMPOBAHHBIE 31aKH U KUBOTHBIE, KEPAMHUKA, PACIIPOCTPaHsI-
JIICh U MHKOPIIOPUPOBAINCH B MECTHBIE KYJIBTYPbI BHIOOPOYHO Uepe3
KOHTAKTBbI, JIOKaJIbHYIO H/WJIA PETMOHANBHYI0O MOOMIBHOCTB. B cBOIO
ouepelib, MEHAIACh U CTPYKTYpa COLUAIILHOTO KOHTEKCTA.
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