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T. Alenius. Land use and landscapes during the Neolithic: two
case studies from eastern Fennoscandia

The origins and spread of Neolithic agriculture in Europe remain a
major focus in world archaeology. In eastern Fennoscandia (Finland and the
Republic of Karelia, Russia), the Neolithic period begins with the appearance
of pottery ca. 5300-5200 BC. According to the traditional interpretation, in
eastern Fennoscandia and in the Baltic States, the beginning of the Neolithic
period was not associated with agriculture. There is, however, increasing
evidence that the initial stage of cereal cultivation in Northern Europe took
place from the very beginning of Neolithic Stone Age, ca. 5300—-4000 onwards.
These results then turn the northern boreal zone from an apparent periphery
to an important region in understanding Neolithisation on a Eurasian scale.

In this presentation, two case studies, one from Republic of Karelia,
Russia and one from the province of Kymenlaakso, south-eastern Finland is
presented. The combined application of high resolution multiproxy analyses
from lake sediments and quantitative landscape reconstructions allows the
accurate reconstruction of landscapes and land use during the Neolithic.

[TpoucxoxaeHue u pacrpoCcTpaHCHUE HEOIUTUICCKOTO 3eMIICICIHS
B EBporie ocraercs B IeHTpe UCCIIEIOBAaHUI MUPOBOH apXEOIOTHH.

B Bocrounoit ®ennockanmnu (Ounnsaans n Pecrybnmmka Ka-
penus, Poccust), mepruo HEOTUTAa HAYMHACTCS C PaCIpOCTPAHCHUEM
kepaMuku okono 5300-5200 net o H.3. ComacHO TpaaULIMOHHBIM
npeacTaBieHusM, B Boctounoit @ennockannuu u B [IpubanTuke Ha-
4aji0 HEOJIUTA HE CBS3BIBACTCS C TIOSBICHUEM 3€MIICICIIHS.

B To0 5xe BpeMst BO3pacTaeT YrcIo CBUAETEIHCTB TOTO, YTO 3a4aTKH
3emutenenust umenu Mecto B CeBepHoit EBpore ¢ caMoro Havaira Heo-
nuta HauuHas ¢ 5300-4000 neT 10 H.3. DTH PE3yAbTATHI MPEBPAIIAIOT
CeBep JIECHOW 30HBI U3 SBHO MEPUPEPUHHOTO B 3HAYUMBIH TSI TIOHH-
MaHUs HeonmTu3auu B EBpasuiickom Macirabe pernos.

B noknane OymyT npejicTaBieHbl ABa IpUMepa, ouH u3 Pecyomu-
ku Kapenus, Poccust, n ogun u3 npoBunuuu Kumennaakco, Boctou-
Hasg Ounnsaaus. KoMIekcHoe UCTIOIb30BaHNe HaOopa BBICOKOPA3-
pelIaronmx METOI0B U3yUCHHUS 03€PHBIX OTIOKEHUHN U KOIUYECTBEH-
HOTO MOJETUPOBAHMS JIAaHAMA(TOB TO3BOISIET PEKOHCTPYHUPOBATH
naHamadTel ¥ UX OCBOCHHUE B HEOJIHTE.
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