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ERTEBØLLE POTTERY: DISTRIBUTION, TYPOLOGY, 
TECHNOLOGY, CHRONOLOGY

А. Глыкой. Керамика Эртебёлле: распространение, типо-
логия, технология и хронология

Самая древняя глиняная посуда появляется на территории Юж-
ной Скандинавии и Северной Германии в мезолитических сообществах 
охотников-собирателей культуры Эртебёлле. Два типа сосудов — 
остродонные сосуды и вытянутые миски, или так называемые «лам-
пы», — появляются практически одновременно в Северной Германии, 
Западной (Ютландия) и Юго-Западной Дании (Фюн, Лангеланн, Юж-
ная Лолланн). Выделяется несколько типов остродонных сосудов (от 
прямостенных до S-профилированных), различные виды венчиков (вер-
тикальных, выгнутых наружу и вовнутрь), формы острых днищ и виды 
орнамента. Некоторые различия могут рассматриваться как регио-
нальные варианты, однако в большинстве случаев разнообразие сосудов 
объясняется технологическими особенностями их изготовления. Ост-
родонные сосуды изготавливались с использованием трех различных 
ленточных техник: с H-, U- и N-креплений лент. В качестве примеси 
в основном использовался толченый гранит с примесью песка или поле-
вого шпата или с добавлением обоих. Выделяется несколько форм ламп, 
они изготавливались в ленточной технике или же в технике наклады-
вания отдельных слоев глины друг на друга. Песок и толченый гранит 
использовались в качестве примеси, однако в другой пропорции, чем при 
изготовлении остродонных сосудов. Самые ранние датировки для ост-
родонных сосудов позднего мезолита в прибрежной части Северной 
Германии укладываются в промежуток 4700–4600 л. до н.э.

The earliest pottery in Southern Scandinavia and northern Germany 
appears within the late Mesolithic hunters-gatherers cultural context 
of the Ertebølle culture. Two pottery types, pointed-based pottery 
and oval bowls, so-called “lamps”, appear almost simultaneously in 
Northern Germany, western (Jutland) and southwestern Denmark 
(Fyn, Langeland, southern Lolland).

This paper presents a case study from Northern Germany, the site 
Neustadt LA 156 in Schleswig-Holstein. The submerged site is situat-
ed in the Lübeck bay of the southern Baltic Sea and was excavated be-
tween 2000 and 2006 by S. Hartz of the Archeologisches Landesamt 
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Schleswig-Holstein. Due to the rise in sea level over the last seven 
millennia, the site now lies 3 to 5 meters below sea level. The exca-
vated area recovered a coastal dump of cultural debris, where the finds 
were deposited in a mud layer 0,20 to 0,50 m deep covered by a thick 
sand layer, and had thus witnessed excellent preservation conditions 
(Hartz, 2004). The site displays a use of over 600 years according 
to a number of 14C-dates which fall between 4400 and 3800 calBC 
(Glykou, 2016). Thus, the site of Neustadt covers the transition to the 
Neolithic, which occurred at the end of the 5th millennium BC (Hartz, 
2004; Hartz, Lübke, 2006; Glykou, 2016). A stratigraphic division of 
different phases was not possible during the excavations. Spatial anal-
ysis of refitted ceramics and bones did not reveal any extended mix-
ture (Glykou, 2016). According to palynological analysis (Hartz et al., 
2011) the area underwent several periods of alternating drought and 
flood due to successive changes in sea level which resulted a restricted 
soil accumulation. At the same time, the refuse zone served as an ac-
tivity area for e.g. setting up fishing nets according to adequate finds. 
Consequently, human activity in the area might have contributed to a 
compression of already thin culture layers. Since a stratigraphic divi-
sion of different phases was not possible the bones have been analyzed 
all together (Glykou, 2010, 2016).

The site revealed one of the richest ceramic assemblages within 
the Ertebølle Culture. Pointed based pottery and shallow oval bowls, 
so called lamps. The typology of the pointedbased pottery varies re-
garding the profile (from upright to strong S-shaped), the direction 
of the rim (upright, everted or inturned), the form of the pointed base 
and the decoration. Pointed based pottery is represented by small pots 
(rim diameter 8–15 cm), medium size pots (rim diameter 16–26 cm), 
large pots (rim diameter 27–37 cm) and very large pots (rim diameter 
38–50 cm) but the majority falls in the category of the medium size. 
Pointed based pottery is in most cases decorated with fingernail im-
pressions on the rim (fig. 1). This kind of ornamentation is assumed 
to originate from the manufacturing of pottery in coiling technique.

The manufacturing of a pointed based pot begins from the base. 
Three manufacturing techniques have been observed: a. the most 
common one was described by Eva Koch based on observations made 
on pottery from Danish sites. According to this technique the base is 
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formed by pressing a lump of clay into a cone onto which clay coils 
are laid in rings (Koch Nielsen, 1987); b. according to another tech-
nique, the pointed base is made by one or more clay coils arranged in 
a small spiral (Glykou, 2016; 2010); c. the third technique involves 
two manufacturing steps: a lump of clay is pressed into an oval shape 
and a second lump of clay is formed into the well-known pointed end. 
The latter is fixed from beneath to the upper oval lump. Then, clay 
coils are laid in rings onto the base. This technique has been observed 
so far only in Neustadt (Glykou, 2010). After the base is formed, the 
potter continues with the manufacturing of the rest of the pot by plac-
ing clay coils upon each other until the rim is made. The coils are 
joined by exerting pressure with the fingers and by smoothing the 
outer surface. Depending on the technique, H-, U-, or N-techniques 
(Hulthen, 1977), fingernail impressions can be visible. Interestingly, 
these manufacturing techniques appear in variations and intermediate 
forms depending on their position on the pot as there is a changing of 
the profile from the rim to the belly and from the belly to the pointed 

Fig. 1. Rim sherd from a pointed-based pot (KSA 3366) with fingernail impressions 
from the site Neustadt LA 156. Photo: A. Glykou
Рис. 1. Фрагмент венчика остродонного сосуда с памятника Нойштадт LA 156 
(KSA 3366) с отпечатками ногтей. Фото А. Глыкой

 
 
Электронная библиотека Музея антропологии и этнографии им. Петра Великого (Кунсткамера) РАН 
                                  http //www kunstkamera ru/lib/rubrikator/05/978-5-00105-138-1/ 
                                                                          © МАЭ РАН 



271

base (Glykou, 2011). Consequently, it is often difficult to determine 
the manufacturing technique. This emphasizes that the three man-
ufacturing techniques are very close to each other. Mostly crushed 
granite with red feldspar or sand, or a mixture of both has been used 
as tempering material. A comparable study of the manufacturing tech-
niques revealed that the N-technique differs from the other techniques 
in tempering material, thickness and fragmentation while there is no 
significant difference regarding other technological attributes. Due to 
the fact that the N-technique has already been used in a small scale for 
the manufacturing of pointed based pottery, the observed differences 
were interpreted as technological improvements originating from the 
H- and U- techniques.

Direct 14C dating of charcoal from the ceramic matrix dates the 
H-technique to 4500–4000 calBC, the U-technique to 4335–4052 cal-
BC and the N-technique to 4200–3700 calBC. According to these data 
the typical for Ertebølle pottery H- and U-techniques are older than 
the N- technique but apparently there was a time period when all three 
techniques were in use. A correspondence analysis confirmed this 
result (Glykou, 2016, p. 164). This time period was interpreted as a 
transitional phase when both pointed based pottery and earliest funnel 
beakers (Typ 0, Koch, 1998) were in use. A detailed analysis and sta-
tistical comparison of the manufacturing techniques, tempering mate-
rial, treating of the surfaces and firing conditions led to the conclusion 
that pointed based pottery and earliest funnel beakers belonged to the 
same ceramic tradition. The lamps vary in shape; they are manufac-
tured in coiling technique or by placing several layers of clay onto 
each other. As tempering material is used sand and crushed granite but 
in different proportions as in pointed based pottery.

Comparison of the pointed-based pottery from 0913 Neustadt with 
ceramic assemblages from Northern Germany and Denmark has pro-
vided a wide variation in pointed based pottery. There are regional 
differences regarding decoration patterns and shapes but it was not 
possible to identify a pottery form or other typological or technologi-
cal attributes that can be ascribed only to one site or region. Therefore 
the observed differences might reflect local manufacturing or typolog-
ical preferences but cannot justify the existence of regionally distinct 
groups, at least not regarding the pottery.
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